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The Lone Star Chapter, Para-

lyzed Veterans of America is a 

non-profit organization. All vot-

ing members of Paralyzed Veter-

ans of America have sustained 

spinal cord injury, disease or dys-

function and are veterans. 

 

Any article that appears in this 

magazine are the option of the 

author and may not represent it’s 

officers, Board of Directors or the 

national organization. The Lone 

Star Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans 

of America Magazine is published 

quarterly. The editor or assistant 

has the right to edit articles, add 

content as needed. The office of 

the Lone Star Chapter, Paralyzed 

Veterans of America Magazine is 

located at 3925 Forest Lane, Gar-

land, TX, 75042.  972-276-5252 

 

 



   
Lone Star Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America 

 

Chapter Mission Statement 

The Lone Star Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America, a 

congressionally chartered veteran service organization 

established August 19, 1989 is locally involved in the 

support of its members or veterans who served in the 

armed forces that have experienced spinal cord injury or 

dysfunction.  

We Advocate For: 

  

 • Quality health care for its members and  veterans 

 •Ensure its members that they will receive  education ad-

dressing their spinal cord inju ry or dysfunction 

 •Ensure its members get help in securing  benefits as a 

result of their military service. 

 •Ensure its members that their Civil rights  and opportuni-

ties are met to maximize their independence. 

To enable LSPVA to continue to honor this commitment, 

we must recruit and retain members in the North Texas 

area, who have the experience, energy, dedication and 

passion necessary to help guide the organization and en-

sure adequate resources to sustain the programs essential 

for LSPVA to achieve its mission. 

Like our Newsletter? Check out our 

website and like us on Facebook.  

Keep up with all the happenings, we 

update daily. Stay in the know!  

www.mylspva.org 



   
Season Greetings All!, 

 

 It’s once again the holiday seasons and I am sure you all are getting into 
the holiday sprits, and busy with friends and family.  We here at the 
chapter are also gearing up for the holiday season, planning out our an-
nual Christmas Membership Dinner.  The Dinner this year will in person 
on Dec 17, 2022 at the Museum of Biblical Arts at 7500 Park Ln, Dal-
las, TX.  We look forward to seeing as many of our members and fami-
lies that can possibly attend this fun event.  I want to thank Jack and 
Shuli French and the social committee for working so hard on this event, 
it is because of these volunteers that it will be a great event.  Please 
don’t forget to RSVP to reserve a spot at the Dinner.   

 

The chapter will also be on a holiday schedule from now through the first of the year, so we will 
be in and out at various time, but please be assured that we will still be checking our emails, phone 
messages and social media and continuing to give you updates of anything happening in the chap-
ter.   

 

In October John Fay, President, Jack Hasenyager, National Director and myself traveled to Orlan-
do, Florida to attend the PVA National Mid-Fall BOD meeting.  This was John’s first National 
meeting and I know he learned a lot at the meeting and witnessed our National BOD in action.  It 
was a good and productive meeting with the National office updating us on everything that has 
happened at National since the Annual Convention in May.  The biggest event for our National of-
fice was that they sold the office building at 801 18th Street in Washington, DC and are now relo-
cating to another office building in the city.  This was a good thing since the building was getting 
older and in need of some repairs, and the BOD met with the National staff and it was determined 
that the build had met the PVA needs and now was the time to downsize, sell; and move to renting 
smaller space.  This also was because of post Covid, PVA national has most of their employees 
working a flex schedule were they work part of the week remotely and has cut down on the need 
of all the office space.  But don’t get me wrong, PVA National is still fully operational and will 
continue to serve our members fully.  Overall the meetings in Orlando were very good and in-
formative. 

 

On a sadder note we lost one of our best volunteers here at the chapter, last month Ms. Donna 
Henderickson passed away after several illnesses.  Donna was a valued volunteer here at the chap-
ter and was always willing to come in and lend a hand when needed. She had severed on the chap-
ter BOD and was a regular volunteer at all of our chapter dinners.  Donna was also an avid fisher-
woman and at one point was the PVA National champion in the Bank Division of the PVA Fishing 
Tour.  She loved to travel to the fishing tournaments and fish.  Some people didn’t know but Don-
na was an Army veterans and a proud member of the 82nd Airborne and jump qualified.  She will 
be greatly missed.  R.I.P. Donna. 

 

In closing I hope that everyone has a safe and wonderful holiday season and we look forward to 
seeing everyone in 2023 if not sooner. And remember this is your chapter, if you have a concern or 
want to talk to someone at the chapter, or the Board, please feel free to reach out to us anytime.   
Take care all. 



   

 
Lone Star Chapter PVA is now offering the use of durable 
medical equipment to our members as well as the rest of 
the community. All of our equipment has been gently used 
and is in good condition.  
  
Some examples of items available for loan are: 
  
Canes 
Crutches 
Walkers 
Power Wheelchair  
Manual Wheelchair 
Transfer Seats 
 
LSPVA always appreciates items in good, clean, usable 
condition. 
  
If you are interested in borrowing equipment or donating 

items please contact us.  972-276-5252   

PVA Loan Closet 



   

A Few Highlights 

To read each Washington Update in full please 

go to www.pva.org 

 

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE TO IMPROVE HISA  

 

UBER WINS CASE DESPITE FAILURE TO PROVIDE WAV SERVICES IN 
NEW ORLEANS AND JACKSON, MS 

 

BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW IMPROVING ACCESS FOR PEO-
PLE WITH DISABILITIES  

 

PVA Submits Comments on Minimum Seat Dimensions on Airplanes  
 

HVAC Holds Markup on Clothing Allowance Legislation 

 

PVA Testifies at House Hearing on Improving Access to Air Travel 
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Attention Veterans 

During a medical emergency, Veterans should immediately seek 
care at the nearest medical facility. A medical emergency is an inju-
ry, illness or symptom so severe that without immediate treatment, 
an individual believes his or her life or health is in danger. If a Vet-
eran believes his or her life or health is in danger, call 911 or re-
port to the nearest emergency department right away. Veter-
ans do not need to check with VA before calling for an ambulance 
or going to an emergency department. During a medical emergen-
cy, VA encourages all Veterans to seek immediate medical attention 
without delay. It is, however, important to promptly notify VA with-
in 72 hours of presenting to the emergency room. Please save this 
number in your phone and call within 72 hours to notify them. (844
-724-7842)  

 



   

We need occasional volunteers 

throughout the year. Please call 972-

276-5252 or email Sonya@LSPVA.net 

if you can help. We do fundraisers 

just a few times a year so any help at 

all you can offer we would greatly 

appreciate it.  



   Are you interested in air rifle, shuffle board, boccia, equine, 

SCUBA, or other fun activities? If so, please call Shannon at  

214-316-6966 or email, Shannon.O’Rawe@va.gov   

Some Benefits of Adaptive Sports:  

Identification of leisure barriers and adaptations  

Increased activity tolerance increased endurance  

Increased active range of motion  

Improved overall strength  

Increased gross motor upper & lower extremity movement  

Increased adaptation to physical barriers  

Increased awareness of positive benefits of physical activity on quality of life. 

Increased sense of independence through improved physical skills. 



    

Congratulations to Our New BOD Members! 

LSPVA Board of Directors  

President: John Fay  

Vice President: Jack Hasenyager  

Secretary: Ted Smith  

Treasurer: Jack French  

Glenn Davis  

Jackie Childress  

Charles Brannon  

Ron Roland  

Steve Stevenson (New)  

Laura Jeanne (New)  



   
Passing of Airline Passengers with Disabilities Bill of Rights 

By Ryan Prunty, NSOII 

      Paralyzed Veterans of America’s team in Washington has advocated for USDOT to pass this bill of 

rights for not only veterans with disabilities but for all persons who suffer with disabilities during trav-

el. The passing of these rights allows some freedom for people who experience difficulties when travel-

ing. A few months back, there were stories floating around about a passenger who was abandoned on a 

plane on a British Airways Flight. Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic American Airlines and Southwest 

Airlines were banning travel for disabled passengers who were unable to wear a mask. The conditions 

listed on their article included breathing difficulty, autism, PTSD, Severe Anxiety and other medical 

conditions that make wearing a mask impossible. Passengers who experienced these symptoms were 

“no longer permitted to fly.” Disabled passengers have often faced longer waiting times for screenings, 

difficulty with boarding and deboarding an aircraft, being denied their service animals on the aircraft, 

being denied the use of equipment, and many other factors that have pushed these passengers to the 

brink of simply driving across the country for travel, or not traveling at all. Charles Brown said that 

“safe air travel is a fundamental civil right” and I couldn’t agree more. The new Bill of Rights sets forth 

a plan of action for passengers with disabilities to have a safe and easier method for air travel through-

out our country.  

      The Bill of Rights describes fundamental rights for air travelers with disabilities under the Air Carri-

er Access Act and its implementing regulation 14 CFR Part 382. The bill consists of ten rights that pas-

sengers with disabilities are entitled to.  

The Right to Be Treated with Dignity and Respect. 
The Right to Receive Information About Services and Aircraft Capabilities and Limitations. 
The Right to Receive Information in an Accessible Format. 
The Right to Accessible Airport Facilities. 
The Right to Assistance at Airports. 
The Right to Assistance on the Aircraft. 
The Right to Travel with an Assistive Device or Service Animal. 
The Right to Receive Seating Accommodations. 
The Right to Accessible Aircraft Features. 
The Right to Resolution of a Disability-Related Issue 
 

These rights went into effect in July of 2022 and apply to all individuals with a disability which 

is defined in part 382 as a person with a physical or mental impairment that permanently or temporarily 

impacts a major life activity such as walking, hearing, or breathing. The bill applies to all flights of US 

airlines and to flights to or from the United States by foreign airlines. 

The Department of Transportation has made it very clear that they have heard the complaints of 

passengers with disabilities and they are finally making some changes to their systems. These rights are 
a clear example of how the world is continuing to evolve to assist with serving disabled veterans and 

civilians alike. In the wake of the growing population of disabled passengers their complaints have 

urged change from the top. This bill of rights is a giant leap for disabled passengers and hopefully as the 

society of disabled passengers continues to change, the living document of the Bill of Rights will grow 
alongside, providing protection, guidance, and assistance to those who are in need. You may visit the 

following site to see the entire Bill. https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2022-

07/508_Airline_Passengers_with_Disabilities_Bill_of_Rights_07072022_ADA.pdf. 
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Winter Issue 2018 PAGE 25 

BIRTHDAYS 
October  

Byron Paille 
Irene Akinpelu 
John Herron 
Cynthia Hale 
Donald Bridschge 
Thomas Regnier 
Terry Cotton 
Monroe Nevels 
Brian Reaux 
Benjamin Canaba 
Sue Bisher 

Evelyn Brown 
Nelsen Dennis 
Sean Parson 
Susan Ellis 
Brian Pawlowski 
Clifford Wherley 
Maria Dwyer 
Gary Norton 
Terry Dunnam 
Larry Ripaldi 
James Foster 

Gerald Cox 
Ray DelBosques 
William Fischer 
Richard Mahaney 
Jared Schmidt 
Vance Johnson 
Raymond Miller 
James Bishop 
Shuli French 
John Powell 
Phillip Smith 

Barbara Crutcher  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Marlon Date 

Teresa Rockensock 

LaRhonda Veal 

David Mercer 

Max Baxter 

Lewis Merrell 

Judy Curry 

Tommy Moore 

Mike James 

James Methvin 

William Saladin 

Geok Madewell 

Dwight Roach 

Michael Little 

Thomas Colombrito 

Louis Harris 

Laura Jeanne 

Robert Butler 

Guy Johnson 

Bruce Rodgers 

Robert Ronquillo 

John Hanks 

Vernon Jackson 

Benjamin Hetrick 

Kamron Slaydon 

Ashby Jones 

Gary Zuspann 

Phillip Daniel 

Joe Cason 

Stanley Gordon 

Jocelyn Blackwell 

Michael Shook 

Michael Eaves 

Karen Roland 

 

 

 

November 

December 

Bryan Shaner 

Hosie McCoy 

Zane Beaty 

Henry Stark 

Jesus Patino 

Andrew Crowe 

Carlos Gonzalez 

Jason Morgan  

Glendon Bentley 

Juan Hernandez 

Jonathan Merchant 

James Munke 

Melvin Hasenyager 

Ronald Roland 

John Sweeney 

Joe Parham 

Arlene Salazar 

James Howard 

William Glenn 

David Fritz 

Anthony Mitchell 

Gary Bybee 

Marshall Cook 

John Ryan 

Glen Oliver 

Austin Brightman 

Keith Dunnington  

Niki McClure 

John Cooper 

Aaron Sears 

Orlando Robinson 

Keith Hogeland 

Untyon Shallow 

Mack Wright 

Cecil Rich 

Clark Campbell 

Stuart Saint 

Anette Fay 

Jason Trecker 

Linda Christine Dinius  

 



   

BINGO!  
Come have a fun evening out. Food, 

drinks, prizes and more. something 

for everyone! Come join the fun, 

don’t miss out! 

LongHornBingo.com 

4413 West Walnut St.  
#433 Garland, TX 75042 

(972) 272-5651 

tel:9722725651
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