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The Lone Star Chapter,  

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

is a non-profit organization. All  

voting members of Paralyzed  

Veterans of America have  

sustained spinal cord injury, 

disease or dysfunction and are  

veterans. 

 

Any article that appears in this 

magazine are the option of the 

author and may not represent 

it’s officers, Board of Directors 

or the national organization. 

The Lone Star Chapter,  

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

Magazine is published  

quarterly. The editor or  

assistant has the right to edit 

articles, add content as needed. 

The office of the Lone Star 

Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of 

America Magazine is located at 

3925 Forest Lane,  Garland, 

TX, 75042.  972-276-5252 

 

 



   
Lone Star Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America 

 

Chapter Mission Statement 

The Lone Star Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America, a 

congressionally chartered veteran service organization 

established August 19, 1989 is locally involved in the 

support of its members or veterans who served in the 

armed forces that have experienced spinal cord injury or 

dysfunction.  

We Advocate For: 

  

 • Quality health care for its members and  veterans 

 •Ensure its members that they will receive  education  

addressing their spinal cord inju ry or dysfunction 

 •Ensure its members get help in securing  benefits  

as a result of their military service. 

 •Ensure its members that their Civil rights  and  

opportunities are met to maximize  their independence. 

To enable LSPVA to continue to honor this commitment, 

we must recruit and retain members in the North Texas 

area, who have the experience, energy, dedication and 

passion necessary to help guide the organization and en-

sure adequate resources to sustain the programs essential 

for LSPVA to achieve its mission. 

Like our Newsletter? Check out our 

website and like us on Facebook.  

Keep up with all the happenings, we 

update daily. Stay in the know!  

www.mylspva.org 



   
Hello all, now that the cooler weather has started to get 
here hopefully everyone will start to get out and about 
again.  It is a busy time both here at the chapter and also 
at the Dallas VA SCI Center.  Here at the chapter we held 
our first PVA Bass Tournament since 2017 at Lake Ray Rob-
erts, October 27-29th and even though is was a small turn-
out it was still a great event. Then we turn around and 
gear up for the holidays in November and December and I 
know those events will be a good time for all.  Keep an eye 
out for the invitations that will be sent out in the coming 

weeks.  At the Dallas SCI Center they will do an official ground breaking ceremo-
ny on November 13, 2023 to start the construction of the SCI Long Term Care fa-
cility.  This is a major project that has been in the works almost twenty years and 
we are finally building it.  It is projected to take three years to complete and will 
a great addition to the Dallas SCI.  But with this build there will be growing pains, 
the SCI Parking lot and SCI main entrance will be closed and veterans will have to 
use the North entrance at the front of the VA.  As we know a lot of people hate 
change and this move of the parking lot and entrance will be confusing at first, 
but please remember this is just a small inconvenience for the SCI veterans and 
in the long run we will have a bigger and better SCI Center. It will also take away 
almost three hundred general parking spots, so when coming to the Dallas VA 
please be patient and remember we do have a dedicated SCI parking lot that will 
be located near the North entrance and your parking placards will work on that 
gate as well.  On a sadder note we lost a long time member of the chapter Oct 1, 
2023. Michael M. Brucsino passed away and he was a well know member of the 
chapter and a co-founder of the LSPVA Honor Guard. Mike was a combat 
wounded Special Forces veteran who was wounded in 1969 in Vietnam before 
the age of 20.  Mike took life on head first and never looked back, he did amaz-
ing things throughout his life, including pushing his wheelchair from Texas to 
Washington D.C. in support of his fellow veterans. He was always on the move it 
seemed, and from a personal note he was on the selection board that inter-
viewed me and ultimately hire me as the Executive Director. I looked up to Mike 
and he was always ready to lend a hand in anything that I asked him to do.  Rest 
in Peace Mike, you will be missed.  In closing, let’s remember to be thankful for 
all we have and pray for peace with all the issues taking place in the world.  



   



   

A Few Highlights 

To read each Washington Update in full please 

go to www.pva.org 

Defense Policy Bills Advancing 
 
 
 
House VA Subcommittees Advance Veterans Legislation 
 
 
 
Amtrak Board of Directors Meets with Disability Rights Advocates 

 
 

DOJ Issues NPRM on ADA Title II Website and Mobile App Accessibility 
 
 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE MOVES ELIZABETH DOLE HOME CARE ACT FORWARD  
 
 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE SCRUTINIZES VA DISABILITY EXAMS PROCESS  
 
 
 
Veteran Volunteers Wanted  
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2023 Clothing Allowance Benefit Updates 

 

Summer is finally upon us and the heatwave across the country has many of us cooking. This also 

means that under the previous guidelines of 38 USC 1162 it is time to file for your annual clothing allowance 

benefits. HOWEVER, the VA has made some recent changes assisting veterans and service organizations 

with maintaining and filing for these benefits for the veterans that we serve.  

On December 29, 2022 the Cleland-Dole Veterans Benefits and Healthcare Improvement Act of 2022 

was enacted. The act addresses Veteran homelessness, telehealth services, long term care, Prostate Cancer 

Research, rural health, substance use disorder and several other things. The 80 Sections that comprise the 

law, allow easier access to care for our Veteran community, improve mental health care for Veterans, and 

provide support to caregivers and caseworkers to enable better “whole health” care for all Veterans. 

Section 201 of the Act covers the Annual Clothing Allowance Benefit for eligible Veterans. Under this 

new law there are some changes that are outlined below.  

Veterans no longer need to apply for Clothing Allowance Benefits by the August 1 deadline to receive 

payment for the 2023 benefit year. 

Veterans will have until the end of the Fiscal Year (September 30, 2023) to apply for first time cloth-

ing allowances.  

Veterans who received Clothing Allowance Benefits for 2022 will AUTOMATICALLY receive the same 

amount of clothing allowance payments for 2023 WITHOUT having to apply for 2023 Benefit 

Year. (This means their clothing allowance payments will become an annual continuous/recurring 

payment) 

First Time Applicants, Applicants who previously received the Clothing Allowance Benefit but did not 

apply for 2022, or Applicants who received payment in 2022 but would like to file for additional 

Clothing Allowance Benefits: will have until the end of the Fiscal Year (September 30, 2023) to 

submit the application for 2023 Benefit Year. If approved this payment will become annual con-

tinuous/recurring payment. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is working on providing and informational Batch Letter to send to 

all veterans who are eligible for this benefit. In the meantime, should you have any additional questions or 

concerns regarding your eligibility or entitlement to the Clothing Allowance Benefit please contact your 

nearest NSO.  



   

Shannon O’Rawe, MS, CTRS/LRT, ATRIC, ATLS, CARSSS II                                                      

Recreational Therapist • Work Cell: 903-867-0353      

Come Join the fun! 
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Come Join the fun! Your LSPVA Board of Directors 

     John Fay                                                   Glen Bentley                                   Jack Hasenyager                                     Paul Attaway 

     President                                               Executive Director                            Vice President                                          Secretary 

       Jack French                                          Jackie Childress                                  Ron Roland                                           Steve Stevens 

         Treasurer                             

       Laura Jeanne                                                     David Porter Jr.                                                    Ted Smith  
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Your PVA Benefits & Claims Professionals 

If you are a veteran with spinal cord injury or disease, or if you have 

MS or ALS, and are in need of assistance with benefits and claims 

please contact Ryan or Zelda at the Dallas VA in the SCI Center.   

Ryan Puntry 

214-857-0106 
RyanP@pva.org 

Zelda Herrera 

214-857-0105 
ZeldaH@pva.org 

mailto:RyanP@pva.org
mailto:ZeldaH@pva.org


   Adaptive Sports & Recreation Fun! 
Anna is your SCI In Patient Rec Therapist and Kelsi is your SCI Out Patient Rec 

Therapist. They are both doing some amazing things. If you are an SCI veteran and 

are interested please call our office so we can connect you. 



   LSPVA is saying goodbye to Shannon O’Rawe. We are all very sad to see her  

go and will miss her terribly but wish her the best in her new position and  

promotion. She will continue to do adaptive sports and recreation at the VA in 

Salt Lake City, Utah. We enjoyed every minute having her here at the LSPVA 

Office and the veterans adored her. Good luck on your new adventure, Shannon! 
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   Delicious appreciation lunch for the SCI Staff, Patients, Volunteers, and 

LSPVA Members. Thank you BOD Member Steve Stevens and everyone 

for such a wonderful day. We will do it again soon. Also, thank you to El 

Pollo Pollo in Dallas for the delicious food.  



   



   

Are you looking to get your business or information to the 

Paralyzed Veteran Community? Look no further than 

advertising with the Lone Star Chapter Newsletter. Our  

newsletter is published quarterly with an online version on 

our website and social media. Our newsletter contains lots  

of great information specifically to improve the lives of our 

members. If you’re interested in placing an ad in our next  

issue please email your artwork (high resolution if you can) 

and payment before December 15, 2023 

AD SIZE RATE PER ISSUE 

Business Card   (2 x 3 ½) $30 

¼ Page Vertical   (3 ½ x 4 ¾) $50 

¼ Page Horizontal   (7 ½ x 2 ½) $50 

½ Page   (7 ½ x 4 ¾) $100 

Full Page   (7 ½ x 9 ¾) $200 

To place your ad email Sonya@Lspva.net or call 972-76-5252 

 

ADVERTISE WITH THE LONE STAR CHAPTER PVA  



   

Join Us For Our 2023 Christmas Party!  

              

             Saturday, December 9, 2023 

             Museum of Biblical Arts 

             7500 Park Lane, Dallas 

             12:00 Noon to 3:00PM 

 

Traditional Christmas Meal, Raffle, Santa, etc. 

 

   Please bring an unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots 

 

Please RSVP by Dec 1st  972-276-5252 

 



   



   

Winter Issue 2018 PAGE 25 

BIRTHDAYS 
October 

James Foster 
Gerald Cox 
Larry Ripaldi 

Terry Dunnam 
Cynthia Hale 
Donald Birdschge 
Thomas Regnier 
Terry Cotton 

Monroe Nevels 
Brian Reauz 
Benjamin Canaba 
Sue Bisher 
Evelyn Brown 

Sean Parson 
Susan Ellis 
Brian Pawlowski 

Clifford Wherley 
Maria Dwyer 
Gary Norton 
Jared Schmidt 
Vance Johnson 

Raymond Miller 
James Bishop 
Richard Mahaney 
William Fischer 
Ray DelBosque 

Troy Pruett 
Alan Rivera-Serra 
Jeffrey Jackson 

Armando Gonzles 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Stanley Gordon 

Phillip Daniel 

Gary Zuspann 

Ashby Jones 

Max Baxter 

Lewis Merrell 

Judy Curry 

Tommy Moore 

Mike James 

James Methvin 

William Sadlin 

Geok Madewell 

Dwight Roach 

Michael Little 

Thomas Colombrito 

Louis Harris 

Laura Jeanne 

Robert Butler 

Guy Johnson 

Bruce Rodgers 

Robert Ronquillo 

John Hanks 

Vernon Jackson 

Benjamin Hetrick 

Kamron Slaydon 

Therease Weaver 

Michael Shook 

Charles Armstead 

Jocelyn Blackwell 

William Rogers 

Warren Crutcher  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

November 

December 

Austin Brightman 

Keith Dunnington 

John Ryan 

Henry Stark  

Jesus Patino 

Andrew Crowe 

Carlos Gonzales 

Jason Morgan 

Glendon Bentley 

Juan Hernandez 

Jonathan Merchant 

James Munke 

Melvin Hasenyager 

Ronald Roland 

John Sweeney 

Joe Parham 

Arlene Salazar 

James Howard 

William Glenn 

David Fritz 

Anthony Mitchell 

Gary Bybee 

Marshall Cook 

Aaron Sears 

Keith Hogeland 

Unton Shallow 

Mack Wright 

Cecil Rich 

Clark Campbell 

Stuart Saint 

John Cooper 

Niki McClure 

Michael Kuchinsky 

Glen Oliver 

Adam Williams 



   



   



   

BINGO!  
Come have a fun evening out. Food, 

drinks, prizes and more. something 

for everyone! Come join the fun, 

don’t miss out! 

LongHornBingo.com 

4413 West Walnut St.  
#433 Garland, TX 75042 

(972) 272-5651 

tel:9722725651


   

 
Lone Star Chapter PVA is now offering the use of durable 
medical equipment to our members as well as the rest of 
the community. All of our equipment has been gently used 
and is in good condition.  
  
Some examples of items available for loan are: 
  
Canes 
Crutches 
Walkers 
Power Wheelchair  
Manual Wheelchair 
Transfer Seats 
 
LSPVA always appreciates items in good, clean, usable 
condition. 
  
If you are interested in borrowing equipment or donating 

items please contact us.  972-276-5252   

LSPVA Loan Closet 
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